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DID YOU OPEN THE VIRTUAL SPRING MEMBERSHIP PARTY?

A Night Beyond Your Wildest Dreams
Honoring Lanny and Sharon Martin

Joe DeWinkle, the
Teacher Award recipient,
and the singers from the
SMP, Megan Marino
(mezzo-soprano) and
Sara Parkinson (pianist)

Friday, September 18 at 6:30 PM
Denver Museum of Nature & Science
We are happy to announce our new
date for the Theatre of Dreams Gala.
We hope you can join us. Thank you
for your continued patronage and
support of Central City Opera. We
look forward to seeing you and to
returning to normal operations soon.

CCO #StayHome Resource and
Activity Center
Running out of things to do at home
while social distancing? Central City
Opera has you covered! From educational activities about opera, to
live music streams to arts and crafts
projects, we’re here to make your days
feel a little less boxed in. Visit https://
centralcityopera.org/stayhome-activities-and-resources/ to find something
to occupy your time.
Our YouTube channel also has a
plethora of past festival show clips
and educational resources. Enjoy Acis
and Galatea (2018), The Marriage of
Figaro (2014), Amadigi di Gaula (2011)
and many more! Visit https://www.
youtube.com/centralcityopera.

Are you one of the 201 Members who opened the Virtual Spring Membership Party? If you missed any part of it, we’re pleased to tell you that is
available at https://bit.ly/GuildSMP.
Erin Osovets, our Marketing Associate, shares this data: The Spring Membership Party email had an open rate of 58%. Specifically, 201 opens out of
347 recipients which I’m told is very good. Typically, the open rate is near
34%. The video was opened 91 times and the Teacher Award Recipient
video was viewed 11 times.

BEST PLANTING DAY EVER
Nearly 50 people were in attendance from Innovest, Central City Opera
Guild and Staff. We are deeply grateful to Innovest Volunteers who have
supported this event for 6 years.
The weather was perfect. Nancy Parker and Christina Dinegar have
streamlined the process so that we were finished by 11 AM! Everyone
enjoyed a leisurely lunch and the Debut of the Balcony Series Summer
Concerts. Jen DeDominici was the singing star, accompanied by Jeremy
Reger, two of Central City Opera Faves.
Garden sign by Nancy Parker. Hail to our enthusiastic planters. Innovest Volunteers plant the
Johnson House.
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Greetings Generous Guild Members,
Planting Day was yesterday and I am Filled to the
Brim with Happiness Eureka Street was transformed in a matter of hours and Everyone was
Smiling!
Your CCOG Board has been busy via ZOOM, adapting the calendar to these new circumstances. This
year has been such an unusual adventure and completely unpredictable. Everyone will indeed miss
the usual gatherings in Central City this summer.
Do Not Despair! Know that we are making some
plans to celebrate our Opera Company OUTDOORS
Historic Properties has a variety of activities
available for Members. In addition, stay tuned for
email updates regarding the Balcony Series and
Special Tours for Guild Members. All is fluid.
Le Petit L’Esprit de Noel, Chaired by Katie Grassby,
is introduced in this issue, too. Many of you contributed to the Collective Wisdom which has come to
this fruition. We simply were not willing to let it go
in the 44th year. Thank you!
During these weeks at home I engaged with the
Opera America Conference. Like every organization, they moved to an online format offering
presentations and panel discussions. It’s refreshing,
energizing, and challenging to be in the midst of so
many artistic leaders discussing their Vision for the
Future of Opera. Indeed, Central City Opera was
featured in the most recent issue of Opera Volunteers International (OVI) as a recipient of a Matching
Grant for Audience Development! AND Central City
Opera was the answer to one of the questions in the
Trivia feature: Which of our member companies still
uses the opera house that opened in 1878?
BRAVA for Christy Darling and Priscilla Mead.
This issue of the Grapevine needed a brand new
format and I know you agree that these women
have gone above and beyond!
Enjoy this Summer issue and visit the Central City
Opera YouTube Channel
Sing-cerely,
Karen

MEET VP OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES:
CATHY GROENE
Cathy Groene is a Colorado Native
who has enjoyed mountains, music,
and history all her life from Grand
Lake to Europe to Central City. She
graduated from the University of
Colorado and spent 25 years as
a travel consultant and agency
manager. Cathy, her husband, Greg,
and their children, Jennifer and
Bobby, spend their free time at their
second home in Grand County and of course working
on Central City Opera’s Historic Properties. Cathy
enjoys hiking, music, traveling, reading, and volunteering. Some of her volunteering over the years includes
The Junior League of Denver, St. Anne’s Episcopal
School, Arapahoe High School, Littleton Public Schools
Foundation, Listening to Learn, Mullen High School,
the Denver Debutante Ball and, of course, Central City
Opera Guild.
Central City has been a meaningful part of Cathy’s life
since her early teens, when her parents, Jack and Pat
Caton, began taking her to the operas and picnicking in
the surrounding area and enjoying the town’s history.
Cathy was a Central City Opera Flower Girl with several
friends including Tina Bolle whose parents, Ed and Jean
Bolle, introduced Cathy to Central City Opera’s Historic
Properties. Cathy was invited to help with the Opera
and houses, and helped Tina paint one of the rooms in a
Central City Opera house on Eureka Street.
In 2010, Cathy began helping with Central City Opera
Guild’s Historic Properties’ House Warming and Inventory Days, and was asked to be VP of Historic Properties in 2016. It has been a highlight of her volunteering. During the last four years she has made amazing
friends and had the privilege of working in the wonderful historic properties to help a truly special organization. She fondly remembers her first spring working on
the homes and focusing in large part on restoring areas
of Kahn House. Being able to contribute to the houses
and help to ensure the history of Central City and the
Opera House Association lives on is a great joy.
She could not easily say what has been the most enjoyable part of working on the Committee. Wonderful
volunteers and Central City Opera staff, friends made,
rewarding projects, or the charm and history of the
one and only Central City and its famous music are all
among them! It’s a package!
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HISTORIC
PROPERTIES:
THE PENROSE
COMPLEX
There are probably no more
recognized houses in The
Central City Opera House
Penrose Complex I and III on Eureka Street. Penrose II shown right sits above Penrose I on High Street.
Association (CCOHA) colhauling company with his brother, and then opened the
lection than Penrose Complex. The green-porched
largest livery in Central City, Williams Stables. Dick was
classic 1880’s style houses sit directly across from the
a well known horse racer and boxer, but also held many
Opera House with lovely front yards decorated with
elected positions in addition to Sheriff such as a Nevada
the Cornish yellow roses. Named after Julie Penrose,
City Justice, Chief of the Fire Department, and Central
these homes were donated by her to the Opera in 1946.
City’s Mayor. He is considered a legend and a hero of
Mrs. Penrose became involved in Central City Opera in
Central City.
the 1930s when approached by Anne Evans to assist
in the rebirth of Central City Opera and the foundation
The interior of Penrose III
of CCOHA on whose board she sat and chaired. Julie
today has a beautiful bay
Penrose continued to leave her mark with contribuwindow in the upstairs
tions toward renovations, dressing rooms, and the red
living room with the origicushions on the hard wooden Opera House chairs.
nal inlaid stone fireplace
Mrs. Penrose owned her own home in Central City so
and a rare piano (shown
she could entertain guests during the Opera Season.
left). Toward the back of
Thanks to her generosity, many wonderful and famous
the house are five bedperformers have stayed in the Penroses over the 74
rooms, equipped with mini refrigerators, microwaves
years the Association has owned them. Their history
and coffee pots, and three bathrooms. The kitchen for
and stories live on today.
this house is entered from the lower level and has an
As with many of our historic buildings, complete
records on the trio of houses are difficult to piece
together. The records for Penrose begin with William
Roworth, proprietor of Roworth and Lake Hardware. He
was a large presence in Central City who constructed
the Roworth Block Building (still standing today) and
served as Mayor. He took title of all three lots that
would become the Penroses in 1874 during tenure as
Mayor. These houses would be part of the gentrification of the Eureka Street area.
Penrose III, is a two-story ‘architectural style’ at 119
Eureka Street adjacent to Washington Hall, the former
City Hall. Roworth was likely the original builder and
resident of 119 in his first years in Central City, though
photos from 1864 show only what looks to be the rear
of the building. The front as it is now was added after.
One of the colorful stories surrounding this house
comes from that later period when Dr. Adudelle was
the town surgeon. As the story is told, his wife kept
busy threading needles for her husband to stitch up
wounds after the local brawls between the Irish and
Cornish men in the gulches! The colorful and well
loved Dick Williams was also a resident of this house
while he served many years as Gilpin County Sheriff.
Williams was a Cornish miner who moved to Nevada
City (Nevadaville) in 1870 where he mined, ran an ore

adjacent living room.

Roworth also constructed the first two-story house in
Central City in 1864 at 119 Eureka, now next to St. James
Methodist Church. Penrose I, as we know it, is a Greek
revival style house with typical gabled front porch and
corner pilasters. This was Roworth’s residence while
acting as mayor of Central City, as well as a city councilman. Maggie Ross, who ran a beloved millinery shop,
later lived in the house; so the house was known as
both the Roworth House and Ross House. Many illustrious stars of the Opera House have stayed here such
as Lillian Gish, Helen Hayes, Mae West, and Katherine
Cornell. Penrose II was built in 1890 and sits above
and between Penrose I and III on High Street. Penrose
II has four studio-type apartments with four baths, a
living room, and kitchen. All three houses benefited
from a Colorado Historical Society Grant in 1993 spearheaded by Nancy Brittain. Another grant has been
awarded this year for much needed roof and drainage
work. Many thanks to all those involved who worked
so diligently to be awarded this significant grant. In
addition to the major work covered by the grants, the
Penrose houses have been carefully repaired, lovingly
decorated, painted, wallpapered, and furnished with the
help of many Central City Opera Guild Historic Properties volunteers over the past 74 years.
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SAVE THE DATE – SPECIAL PRESENTATION OF
FLOWER GIRLS – JUNE 19, 2021

The Yellow Rose Ball Committee
delivered nosegay arrangements
to the 2020 Flower Girls in early
May.

Two classes of Central City Opera Flower Girls will grace the Teller House Gardens
for the 2021 Yellow Rose Ball. Steeped in rich history, Central City Opera and The
Central City Opera House Association are not new to the pivot! Cultural Advocate,
Ann Evans, and distinguished educator, Ida Cruse MacFarlane, led the way to save
the Opera House during challenging economic times back in 1932. On July 16, 1932,
Broadway legend Robert Edmond Jones directed, silent film star Lillian Gish starred
– and the opening night production of Camille sold out quickly! Nancy Kountze and
Elaine Oakes were the first two Flower Girls on that historic evening.
Despite much disappointment for the 2020 Flower Girls (27 accomplished high
school juniors), there is great enthusiasm for this opportunity to be a part of Colorado history yet again, as they are presented together with the Flower Girls of 2021.
2020 Chair Katrina Benes and 2021 Chair Liz Arnold will work together to create a
magical evening for all on June 19, 2021. Please consider placing an ad in the Yellow
Rose Ball Journal or the Summer Festival Program to commemorate this historic
event. The evening represents the culmination of world-class opera, history, and
tradition.

Lillian Walsh, (pictured middle
along with younger sister Maya
and mother Christy Brown Walsh )
was delighted with her Yellow Rose
Ball Flower Girl nosegay!

THE 2020 FLOWER
GIRLS:
Paige Alexander, Marin
Bomgaars, Meilani Cole,
Emerson Damiano, Maya
Dammen, Alexandra
Emerson, Reeve Ferlic,
Elizabeth “Libby” Ford,
Sophia “Sophie” Frankel,
Mary Garnsey, Catalina
“Quinn”Geller, Audrey
Graves, Sophia Hashimoto, Greer Henderson,
Eleanor Hunt, Rebecca
Kerr, Madelyn Lane,
Catherine “Cate” Lord,
Nina Lubchenco,
Margaret “Maggie”
Maloy, Allison Smith,
Annabelle Swenson,
Charlotte Swenson,
Lillian Swenson, Sarah
Wagner, Lillian Walsh,
Elizabeth Waters

The Yellow Rose Ball is Central City Opera’s biggest annual fundraiser and the oldest
debutante event west of Mississippi. We are fortunate to have world-class opera
right here – less than one hour from Denver. As most of you are aware, Central
City Opera’s internationallyacclaimed apprentice artist
training program draws over
1000 applicants from all over
the country for 20-32 spots
each season.
Support these impressive
young women and this historic
and important evening for
Central City Opera! Please
reach out to Katrina Benes or
Liz Arnold with any questions
about the event or the Flower
Girl Program.
The earliest Flower Girl dresses were designed as
costumes to reflect the performances like Madame
Butterfly. Beginning in 1949, the committee shifted
to ball gowns for all of the girls.
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1950 Flower Girls and their beautiful baskets

Flower Girls in 1955 gracefully navigating the Teller
House Garden steps.

MEET FOUNDER OF CENTRAL CITY OPERA GUILD: BARBARA FERGUSON
Barbara H. Ferguson, Founding
President of the Central City
Opera Guild, entered the world
in 1934 in Alliance, Nebraska,
to parents Helen and Harold
Olson. Barb attended Garden
County High School and graduated from the University of
Nebraska as a Business Education Major.
In 1956 she married Charles (Charlie) Ferguson and
accompanied him during his service in the Air Force,
teaching high school business subjects wherever they
were stationed. They welcomed two children, Craig
and Julie. Craig Ferguson currently produces the Telluride Bluegrass Festival as well as Rocky Grass and Folk
Festivals in Lyons. Julie was a 1978 Central City Opera
Flower Girl and recently retired from Denver South High
School as a clinical social worker.
The Fergusons landed in Lincoln, Nebraska, upon
completion of Air Force service. Charlie began a career
in banking and Barb started her career as a volunteer
serving as Alumnae President of Alpha Phi. Later, they
moved to Evergreen, Colorado, where Barbara founded
the Colorado Philharmonic Women’s Auxiliary. We
know the Colorado Philharmonic today as the National
Repertory Orchestra at home in Breckenridge. Naturally, Barbara was the Auxiliary’s first President.
Soon the Ferguson’s relocated to Denver and Barb

joined the Junior League. During her tenure with Junior
League from 1968-74, Barb served as Vice President of
Placement, Chairwoman of the Rocky Mountain Metropolitan Opera Auditions, and Ways and Means Chair.
This particular Ways and Means Committee performed
the initial research which resulted in a renowned cookbook, Colorado Cache!
To our Great Benefit, Barbara Ferguson founded the
Central City Opera Guild in 1974 after serving as Chair
of the 1971 Central City Opera Guild Fashion Show. She
and her pals were gathered l’apres ski one day brainstorming a fundraiser for Central City Opera. Thus was
born L’Esprit de Noël, our Signature Event. You really
must ask her to tell you this story sometime!
For 24 years, Barb led the rehearsal for the Presentation of the Flower Girls at the Yellow Rose Ball. She
was assisted by husband Charlie, who cued the escorts;
and Jack Kelly, who introduced each Flower Girl as she
descended the stairs. Barb was at the very top of the
stairs cueing the girls
Other organizations in her realm have been Girls Club of
Denver, Community Bible Study Leader at Cherry Hills
Community Church, and the 100th Anniversary Gala for
Swedish Hospital. Fortunately for us, Barb continues to
serve on the Honorary Board of Directors of CCOHA.
Grandchildren Morgan, Hanna, Early, and Griffin are
recent college grads and happily live in close proximity
to their Amazing Grandmother.
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THE 2020 HOME TOUR – “LE PETIT L’ESPRIT DE NOËL”
KATIE GRASSBY AND KAREN RITZ,
CO-CHAIRS
As with everything in 2020, this
year’s L’Esprit de Noël Holiday
Home Tour will look different than years past. This year,
L’Esprit is going virtual! The 44th annual tour – cleverly
dubbed “Le Petit L’Esprit de Noël” – will feature just one
beautiful Denver home in an immersive video tour experience with musical performances from some of CCO’s
talented artists.
This virtual home tour will be available to the public
November 20th thru Christmas Eve, and instead of selling
tickets, we will ask for donations. Our reach with a
virtual tour could be much greater than the 2500 guests
we typically host in two days. In 2018, “’Twas the Night
Before” kick-off party launched as a new L’Esprit tradi-

tion. This year, the party will be held November 19 and
tailored to celebrate our patron donors, with the format
(virtual, hybrid, or in-person) dependent on public gathering guidelines at that time Our plan is to have a panel
of design experts host a Q&A session with attendees
prior to the World Premiere of “Le Petit L’Esprit de Noel.”
Since printing will be unnecessary this year, our sponsors and advertisers will be featured in a “Virtual Vendor
Village” that will link to their website and highlight a
discount or offer to customers (e.g. viewers can visit
the Vendor Village to purchase items that our talented
designers feature in the video tour). We are currently
soliciting sponsorships and advertisers. Please reach out
to Katie Grassby, 2020 Co-Chair: katie.grassby1@gmail.
com or 303.590.5723.

MEET TWO SENSATIONAL SISTERS
Sisters Christina Dinegar and Ericka McDaniel first
learned about Central City Opera from their paternal
grandmother, Ruth B. Kraemer Young, who enjoyed
attending the world-class operas in historic Central City
in the 1960s. Christina and Ericka have also attended
numerous operas with their husbands, Leonard and Eric,
and their families over the years.
The sisters have volunteered for Central City Opera
events for over 20 years and served on the Central City
Opera Guild as both Board and Committee members.
Some of their positions have included co-chairs of Youth
Education; Christina was Central City Opera Guild President in 2014; and Ericka was Vice President of Communications and wrote and sent Guild email communications for many years. Both sisters have also enjoyed the
annual Central City Opera Planting Day and Christina
plays a role in coordinating care of the gardens throughout the summer. In addition, the sisters enjoy the privilege of serving on the Yellow Rose Ball Committee as
co-chairs for the Presentation Day Reception and Flower
Girl Service Projects. They have also worked on numerous Dream Events for many years for the Central City
Opera’s annual Gala.
Considering all the activities offered through the Central
City Opera Guild, both sisters have been drawn to and
helped with the many events their families could take
part in together, including “Take a Child to the Opera,”
“Opera and Art,” the Fall Membership Tea, Spring Membership Party, L’Esprit de Noel (serving as volunteer
co-coordinators for many years), Planting Day, Greet-ASinger, Historic Properties, and many more. Christina
and Leonard Dinegar and Ericka and Eric McDaniel each
have three wonderful children. The Dinegar children

include: Sarah, Charles,
and Sandy. The McDaniels are: Zachary, Hannah,
and Adam, all of whom
have grown up attending
operas in Central City and
volunteering for Central
City Opera activities
and events. The most
memorable event was
Ericka McDaniel & Christina Dinegar
when their daughters,
Sarah Dinegar and Hannah McDaniel, were Flower Girls
together in 2014; this was a special, historic and intergenerational family event they will always treasure in their
hearts.
The two sisters have a colorful family background,
rooted in both opera and Colorado history. Christina
holds a Law Degree while Ericka holds a Masters Degree
in Education and is a remedial reading specialist. Ericka
minored in vocal performance in college and was excited
to learn about the Central City Opera Guild in 1999.
She then told Christina about the wonderful organization. Christina was soon picking up singers from the
airport and dashing to and from Central City to care
for the Opera House Gardens. A bit of additional Colorado history in the sisters’ background is, their maternal grandmother’s family immigrated from Sweden to
Greeley, Colorado, in the late 1800s, where their maternal
grandmother, Olga Ecklund Delabar, was born in 1909.
The Library at the University of Colorado Colorado
Springs is named, “Kraemer Family Library,” for their
family; and the historic “Lincoln Ranch,” just outside of
Larkspur, is also in their family. Their parents, Dorothy
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and Sandy Kraemer and brother and his wife, Tyler and
Tammy Kraemer and their two sons, Kai and Cary, all live
in Colorado Springs. The sisters are grateful to Central

City Opera for cherished memories created with each
other, their families and special friendships. They eagerly
anticipate supporting the 2021 season.

MEET OUR GENERAL / ARTISTIC DIRECTOR: PELHAM “PAT” PEARCE
Born in Mobile,
Alabama, to a Methodist minister and
his wife, I grew up
immersed in music.
Singing was something the whole
family enjoyed.
After toying with
Law and Marketing
degrees in college, I eventually settled on Music with an
undergraduate degree in Choral Conducting and Literature, and a Masters degree in Vocal Performance. I spent
part of the 80’s in Philadelphia as one of 6 recipients
of a grant from the National Opera Institute in choral
conducting attached to Michael Korn of the Philadelphia
Singers and chorus master for the Opera Company of
Philadelphia.
Pelham “Pat” Pearce and John Baril

Eventually, I went back to the South with the intention of
raising money to attend Boston University for a Doctor
of Musical Arts degree. But, Mobile Opera was looking
for a General Director and they decided to take a chance
on me. Ten years later I applied for and obtained the
position of Managing Director with Central City Opera.

Two years later, the title and duties of Artistic Director
were added.
Since that time, I have worked to maintain and enhance
the national and international reputations of Central
City Opera by producing such important works as the
first North American production of Britten’s Gloriana,
the world premiere of Guo Wenjing’s Poet Li Bai along
with championing American repertory including Heggie’s Dead Man Walking, Rorem’s Our Town, Adamo’s
Little Women, Menotti’s Saint Of Bleecker Street, Hoiby’s
Summer And Smoke, and Barber’s Vanessa. Additionally,
important production of the works of Benjamin Britten
have included A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Paul Bunyan,
Three Church Parables, Rape Of Lucretia, Turn Of The
Screw, and Billy Budd.
I have served as Chairman of the Grants Review Panel for
the National Endowment for the Arts, as a juror for the
last Rosa Ponselle International Voice competition and
regional MET auditions. Additionally, I have served as a
Board Member of Opera America. In 2013, I was given
the distinct honor of receiving the Bonfils-Stanton Foundation Award for Arts and Humanities.
My other responsibility is to raise and care for three terriers Bella, Fendley and Pippa.

MEET MAGNIFICENT MAESTRO JOHN BARIL
Maestro John Baril was born Elvis (for Presley) Wayne
(for Newton) Johnson in Phoenix, Arizona, in 1961. Yes,
it’s true! Immediately he was adopted by Jack and
Margot Baril. Jack was in the Air Force and the family
moved frequently when John was small. Margot was
from Berlin and when Dad was in Vietnam, Mom, John
and his sister, Terry, stayed in Berlin. Holland was the
site of grades 1–3 after which Jack finished his tour of
duty. The family landed in Stagecoach, Nevada, where
they raised pigs on 40 acres of land. School was in
Fernley, some distance from Stagecoach.
In the beginning, John’s instrument of choice was the
TUBA! He attended the University of Nevada, Reno,
on a full ride via Tuba Talent. During his baccalaureate
years, John learned to love singing and is an Elton John
impressionist! He sang in the Opera Chorus and eventually found himself in leading roles, the first of which was
El Dancairo in Carmen. After meandering in a variety of
musical possibilities, John finished with a BA in Vocal
Performance.

Maestro Baril’s first conducting experience was The Elixir
of Love with Nevada Opera, where he worked for 13
years. Other adventures transpired. He attended Graduate School at Yale from 1993–99, working as Manager
of the Opera Program. Here he met his husband, Brian
Cook, staff member of Central City Opera and violist in
our Opera Orchestra for many years.
John’s arrival at Central City Opera was circuitous as are
all blessings. On New Years Eve, 1991, he flew to Denver
for a meeting with John Moriarty. Just a day later, he
received a call offering a position for the 1992 Festival Season. John Baril began as Assistant Conductor,
becoming full time in 2000, and eventually promoted to
Music Director. Our Good Fortune!
Sister Terry has provided 4 nieces. John has run 8 marathons and recently achieved his Intermediate Certification in Kettle Bell Training. Brian is a hard core bike
rider and infamous chef. John and Brian live in Denver
with dachshunds, Lois Lane and Zadie. During Festival
Season, they reside in D’Albe House, one of Central City
Opera’s Historic Properties.

Central City Opera House Association
PO Box 1212
Wheat Ridge, CO 80034
Central City Opera Box Office:
303.292.6700
centralcityopera.org

2020 CCO GUILD SUMMER NEWSLETTER
Coeditors
Priscilla Mead and Christy Darling
Return Service Requested

HISTORIC PROPERTIES OFFERS ALTERNATE
SUMMER ACTIVITIES FOR ALL
ARE YOU MISSING COMING TO CENTRAL CITY?
SO ARE WE!
Now that stay at home orders have been lifted, we are
adjusting the Historic Properties Committee’s usual
spring and summer activities.

PLEIN AIR FESTIVAL: SEPT. 25 – 27, 2020
The Third annual Central City Plein Air Festival welcomes painters to Central City, Colorado to capture the
town’s breathtaking mountain views, fall foliage, and
historic architecture. Up to 25 artists from around the
country will gather in the historic mountain town for
three days of painting, a Quick Draw Competition and
Easel Sale, and special artist social gatherings. The
festival culminates on September 27 in a Public Exhibition and Awards Reception in the Gilpin County Arts
Association’s Washington Hall Gallery.
Entirely free to the public, visitors are invited to observe
the artists, ask questions and experience Central City in
autumn from an artist’s perspective.

The Committee has tasks suitable for all! Yard clean
up abounds as well as organization, a little painting,
and even one or two things that can be done from
home. Instead of two chilly spring months to accomplish things, we will enjoy an entire, beautiful summer at
work and play!
We would be so happy to see many Guild members,
their families, and friends in Central City to help out
a bit (or just for a visit!) – with appropriate COVID-19
precautions, of course. Dates are flexible. Many of
us have spent time cleaning during quarantine. If you
have gently used household or furniture items, Historic
Properties would be grateful for the donation. Please
contact Cathy Groene with descriptions and/or photos
to make arrangements, as well as volunteer opportunities at 730-205-9058, or cggroene@msn.com.

